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GEO-POLITICS, SOVEREIGNTY & 

STRATEGIC ASSEMENTS

Barriers-Challenges-Opportunities



GEO-POLITICS

What does “”GEOPOLITICS” mean?

• The ways in which INTERNATIONAL/GLOBAL affairs  is often 
“assessed” through the following “structural” 
categories/factors:

1. PHYSICAL LANDSCAPES

• Natural features:  Mountains, Forests, Rivers, Lakes, Oceans

2. ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS: CLIMATE/CLIMATE CHANGES:  
Heat/Cold, Rain (or lack thereof), Snow, Dust, Sand, rising seas, 
ozone

3. INFRASTRUCTURE: EDUCATION-HEALTH-ROADS

4. CULTURAL FACTORS based on language, ethnicity, race, religion, 
politics, gender, sexual identities, etc. 

5. NATURAL RESOURCES:  Oil, water, arable land/top soil, natural 
gas, forests, etc.

6. POLITCAL-ECONOMIC FACTORS: Power, Law, Wealth

7. DEMOGRAPHIC FACTORS: Age, Race, Gender



STRUCTURAL Geographic FACTORS

•Geographic FEATURES 
which STRUCTURE/LIMIT

◼ Islands, Mountains, 
Water (Oceans), Time 
Zones

Indonesia = 18,307 islands
across 3,500 miles

Micronesia = 1,500 islands across 
1,800 miles



Physical/Geographic



Geography & Infrastructure --

Roads, Bridges, Buildings…

Scarcity and/or Abundance of Resources
(Water, Arable Land, Gas/oil, Electricity, Paper, 
Food)
Trans-Bolivian Highway (Andes→Amazon)



India: North/Western Himalayas



Haiti – Dominican Republic







◼ Amazing Invention- This Drone Will Change Everything – YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DOWDNBu9DkU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DOWDNBu9DkU


EDUCATION: 
FORMAL + INFORMAL



Invisible Norms/Habits and Cultural FILTERS

◼ Facts:
✓ ONLY~25-30% of Americans 

have a 4-YEAR college degree.

✓ Less than 20% of Americans 
have a passport.

✓ LESS than 10% of Americans 
have travelled to places other 
than Europe, Canada,  and the 
Caribbean.

✓ Top 3 Travel Destinations for 
Americans
• Disneyland/World
• Las Vegas
• NYC (Times Square)



Education → Opportunity
✓ Americans change jobs 10-15 times 

(avg.) during the course of their 

working lives.

✓ National average salary for someone 

with a bachelor's degree is 

$77,026(2025)  (starting ~55K) 

compared to $42,197 for someone with 

just a high school diploma.

✓ B.A. = 50% MORE and $1-1.5 million 

over the course of a lifetime

Quality of Life

• HEALTH: 69% of college graduates, as opposed 
to 45% of high school graduates, reported 
exercising each week.

• COMMUNITY. 39% of those with a bachelor’s 
degree volunteered in 2015, as opposed to 16% 
with a high school diploma.

• VOICE. 45% college graduates voted compared 
to high school graduates (20%) in the same 
age group.

• The children of college graduates were 5X more 
likely to be involved in a variety of educational 
activities with their families.



Bachelor’s Degree or Higher by County



Income Distribution across geography



Income Distribution across geography 

2024



◼ Access/Costs/Funding for Schools

• Daily Transportation/Travel to School
• Job/financial loss for low income families
• School Uniforms
• Books
• Government/State/Local → Tax base
• Yearly Budget? Approval?
• International Organizations (Strings 

Attached)?
• Funding for teacher Training?

◼ Priorities/Allegiances of 
Schools/Teaching
• Gender
• Income
• Religious/Cultural
• Math/Science
• Reading/Writing
• Test taking

◼ Time spent in Educational
Environments

• Formal schooling?

• Informal schooling (Media/work)?

Educational Barriers & 
Opportunities

Bunker Roy

https://www.barefootcollege.org/about/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/multimedia/photos/journey-to-school-photo-gallery/


School  LIFE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=at2gAjtsgtk
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/multimedia/photos/journey-to-school-photo-gallery/
https://www.amusingplanet.com/2013/03/kids-risking-their-lives-to-reach-school.html


GEOGRAPHIC BRAIN DRAIN
◼ When highly qualified 

individuals leave their 
home region or country 
in search of better 
career prospects.

◼ Human flight



GEOGRAPHIC BRAIN DRAIN



Media and Education
◼ “Container Schools”

◼ 3D Programming and Positive 
Emotional Contagion Psychology

◼ Replicating Drugs in H.S. 
Chemistry

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2JOf_dltg80
https://www.bbc.com/news/av/technology-24290937/smiling-helps-children-in-the-classroom
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-australia-38153254


POPULATIONS



World Population Explosion

1950--2.5 billion

1960--3.0 billion

1970--3.7 billion

1980--4.5 billion

1990--5.3 billion

2000-- 6.0 billion

2010—7.0 billion

2022—8.0  
billion

2036—9 billion

2050 ~10 Billion?



Day-by-Day World Population Growth

Day-by-Day World Population Growth (U.S. Census Bureau)

Births Deaths ~Increase

Year ~131 mill ~54 mill +76 mill

Day 359,002 148,654 +210,348

Hour 14,958 6,194 +8,764

Minute 249 103 +146

Second 4.2 1.7 +2.4

World Population Meter/Clock :  http://www.worldometers.info/world-population/

http://www.worldometers.info/world-population/


Nations with largest current populations

2050 Projected



World Population Concentrations
MAP: Urbanization and the Move to Cities: World Population Densities--Red Dots signify population centers over 1 million people



World at Night
Light Pollution



World MEGACITIES and Urbanization
MAP: Urbanization and the Move to Cities: World Population Densities--Red Dots signify population centers over 1 million people



The Future of Cities?
The Future of Cities: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xOOWk5yCMMs

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xOOWk5yCMMs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xOOWk5yCMMs


MEDIA

Happiness

& Freedom 











NATURAL SPRING MIGRATIONS

https://academics.smcvt.edu/mjda/VT%20NATURAL%20SPRING%20TRANSITIONS/SPRING%20MIGRATIONS%20WEB/index.html


Stop For Fellow Earthlings



Say Hello to Fellow Earthlings







MEDIA DEVELOPMENT
Media DEVELOPMENT= MULTIPLE Meanings:

1. Improving AUDIENCE ACCESS and types of INTERACTIONS  
for ALL CITIZENS (not just the wealthy) 

◼ FREE or LOW COST Access to  SCHOOLS, Books, Phones, TVs, Satellites, Fiber 
optics, computers, newspapers…along with the educational centers of learning.

◼ Improving the QUALITY - “interactions,” “transactions,” and resulting 
“resonance” that happen during and b/c of media use/consumption.

2. Improving the Physical Technologies and up-dating older 
SYSTEMS used to transmit OR distribute 
information/messages.

◼ Fiber optics, WIFI, Bandwidths, micro-nets, devices

3. Improving the actual ORGANIZATIONS (People, 
Communications & Services) which provide information to a 
people  

4. Improving the QUALITY of CONTENT/PROGRAMMING

5. Improving MEDIA EDUCATION and Crap-detecting Literacy



Africa: Sub Marine Cables

40% of African nations 
are connected to the 
rest of the world 
through one or two
fiber-optic cables.



Submarine Cable Map



Media TECH BARRIERS to Cultural Sovereignty
Mobile Phone Costs→As a Percentage of Monthly Income

World’s most expensive phone costs:

◼ Malawi - 56.29% of average 
monthly earnings

◼ Madagascar - 52.55% of average 
monthly earnings

◼ Central African Republic - 51.63% 
of average monthly earnings

World’s Cheapest phone costs:

◼ Macau, China - 0.11% of 
average monthly earnings

◼ Hong Kong, China - 0.18 %
of average monthly 
earnings

◼ Denmark - 0.19% of 
average monthly earnings



◼

https://www.bbc.com/news/technology-46136504
https://www.bbc.com/news/technology-46136504


LG and Samsung AI influencers 
(START AT 30 sec)

South Korea: Korean TV AI News 
Anchors + K-Pop Stars

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PaE9EAuXa0g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z6IyP5uB4go


 iOT→the Internet of Things
• Chip/Wifi enabled “smart 

objects”
❑ Car
❑ Tattoo
❑ Eye
❑ Phone
❑ House
❑ Refrigerator
❑ Thermostat
❑ Washer/Dryer
❑ Bed

 Human Transitions to Match 
“HOME” Tech environments:

 Beta-Cyborgs→ “BetaBorgs”: 
Technological Addiction & 
Dependence

 Full Cyborgs → Tech inside 
and connected to human 
tissue





◼ Chip 
Implants 
in Sweden

http://www.bbc.com/news/technology-31042477
http://www.bbc.com/news/technology-31042477


http://www.bbc.com/news/av/technology-42992393/the-bodyhackers-enhancing-the-human-form


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B9dS7Kd-tTU&t=93s

